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PEOPLE   WHO   LIVE   ON   CANALS
Canals have played an important part in Indian transport from an
early date. About the year 1355 the Emperor Ferose III made a loo-mile-
long canal joining the River Sutlej to the River Jumna. The same
monarch subsequently constructed five other canals, all of which were
of equal utility for irrigation and the transport of goods.
The Chinese system of artificial waterways is likewise of very great
antiquity. Among the most remarkable of the engineering feats of the
ancient Chinese was the construction of the Royal Canal, completed
in A.D. 980 (some authorities say 1289). It is said to have given
occupation to 30,000 men for forty-three years. From the main water-
way, which terminates at Canton and is 825 miles long, innumerable
smaller canals branched off.
A writer of the early 1901 century states that: " Upon the surface
of this canal and its subsidiaries many thousand families live in vessels,
which form their travelling habitations, and which they seldom quit
from their birth till their decease. And some idea may be formed of the
traffic upon it, when it is stated that the Emperor alone has ten thousand
vessels constantly employed upon the different parts of its line."
The first canal on which tunnels were used was the Languedoc, in
France. Begun in 1661, and completed fifteen years later, it joined the
Mediterranean to the Atlantic. A tunnel of considerable length was
driven through a mountain in the neighbourhood of Belgiers to allow
this canal to pass.
PROPOSED   CANAL   ACROSS   EUROPE
Among the more ambitious projects of Peter the Great, Tsar of
Russia, was that of constructing a canal from the Caspian Sea to St
Petersburg (Leningrad), " whereby he proposed to open a mercantile
communication between that place and Persia." He was not successful
in this; but his zeal for the extension of inland navigation was inherited
by his successors, so that by the end of the i8th century, Russia was as
well equipped with canals as any other country in the world. It is
interesting to note that Catherine the Great in her efforts to extend
the canal system "offered a large sum of money and many local
advantages to our countryman, Mr. Smeaton, on condition of his
accepting the office of chief engineer in her dominions." John Smeaton
(1724-1792) was responsible for the construction of the Forth and Clyde
Canal.
In the early years of the igth century it was possible to transport
goods by water practically all the way from the frontiers of China
to St. Petersburg, a distance of 4,472 miles: land transport was only
necessary for sixty miles. It was possible, also, to transport goods by
water all the way from St. Petersburg to Astrakhan, on the Black Sea.
Within recent years the Soviet Government has vastly extended the
canal system of Russia*
One of the first canals in England was the Caerdike, constructed